
Comparative Criminology (JUST F452) 
Credits: 3 Units (6 hours per week) 
Prerequisites: COMM F131/F141; and, JUST 110, JUST 251, or approval of instructor 
Location: TBA, Fairbanks CLA Gruening 
Class Meetings: TR 3:40 p.m. to 5:10 p.m. 
  10:00 a.m.-Noon, or by appointment 

 
Text 
 

World Criminal Justice Systems, 8th Edition 

A Comparative Survey 

Author : R  Terrill   
Release Date: 06 Sep 2012 
Imprint: Anderson 
ISBN: 9781455725892 
 
 
Course Description  
 
JUST F452 O   Comparative Criminology 
3 Credits                Offered Fall 
 
The Justice program focuses on the American Justice system with an emphasis in 
Restorative Processes, Alternative Dispute Resolution, and Alaskan Justice. However, 
Justice Institutions and practice vary across time and place.  This course examines the 
development of philosophy and law; and the historical and modern practice of justice 
throughout the world. (Prerequisite: COMM F131/F141; and, JUST F110, JUST F251, or 
permission of instructor.) (3+0). 
 
 
 
Course Goals 
 
1. To understand how different societies develop varied institutions. 
2. To develop a basic understanding of the norm forming process that develops 
cultures. 
3. To understand the difference between institutions and how people react to 
institutions by building organizations, groups, families and other cooperative innovations. 
4. To understand how individuals react to rewards and punishments from Institutions 
and from groups in society. 
5. To examine the history and modern practice of justice systems around the world. 

jbharvie
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Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
1. Students will understand crime as a social and individual phenomenon, and its 
specificities in various countries 
2. Students will be familiar with social reactions to crime in different countries 
3. Students will develop interpersonal communication with colleagues from different 
cultural influences 
4. Students will assess the range of programs and projects aimed at combating crime 
in different countries 
5. The student will be able to: 

a. Distinguish between legalistic  and statutory  solutions in the selected field 
of crime study 
b. prepare presentations



Course Calendar: (dates supplied on student version) 
*****Tentative Reading and Assignment Schedule******  
 
Note:  The Readings and Assignments are subject to change and/or be adjusted according 
to need as perceived by the instructor.  We will discuss any changes to the schedule in 



modern practice of this system. 
 
Segment 3:   
Week 5: 

�x The Indian system, philosophy, practice and divergence from the Common 
Wealth Idea of Justice 

�x Historical Background and The Revolution 
Week 6: 

�x Critique of the Outcomes 
Work due this Segment: 

1. Discussion Board 
2. Argument of Discovery Paper 

 Read: 
d. Terrill, Chapter 2, France 
e. Terrill: Chapter 5: Russia 

 
 
Segment 4:   
Week 7: 

�x The Roman Law Systems: Russian, French Systems of Justice 
  

�ƒ History of the system 
 
Week 8: 

�x The U.S. as a hybrid of Roman Law and Common Law 
�x Mid-Term Exam 

 
Work due this Segment: 

1. Discussion Board 
 Read: 

a. Terrill, Chapter 3, Japan 
b. Terrill: Chapter 4: South Africa 

 
 
Segment 5:   
Week 9: 

�x The Combination Systems: South Africa/Japan 
 
Week 10: 

�x 10-minute presentation on the Argument of Discovery paper 
 

Work due this Segment: 
i. Discussion Board 

 
Reading/Review 
a. Terrill: Supplemental Reading: Sweden 



b. Professor Duke’s Power Point and short lecture on Shari’a Law 
c. Terrill: Chapter 6: Islamic Law 

 
 
Segment 6:  
Week 11:  

�x Sweden, Scandinavia, and a Critical Theory of Justice 
�x Argument of Advocacy paper due. 

 
Week 12: 

�x Shari’a and the Islamic System of Justice 
�x Begin Final Presentations 

 
Work due this Segment: 

ii.  Discussion Board 
 
  Read: 

a. Terrill: Chapter 7: China 
 

 
 
Segment 7:   
Week 13: 

�x The Chinese System of Justice 
�x Final presentations 

Work due this Segment: 
iii.  Discussion Board 

Week 14: 
�x Presentations 

 
Work due this Segment: 

iv. Final Paper 
 
 
Final Exam 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Policies 
 

a. Plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will adversely impact your grade.  Plagiarism 
consists of representing the work of another as your own.  You are encouraged to use the 
work of others, but give appropriate credit to the “true” author through proper citation or 
use of quotations.   
 

b. Classroom Conduct 
 
Students are required to read and abide by the Student Code of Conduct.  Students are 
required to assist in fostering a suitable learning environment in the classroom.  This 
means students are required to silence pagers and cell phones during class, not text during 
class, nor participate in any other activity that will distract those around you.  Profanities, 
rude and other dismissive statements, gestures, or actions will not be tolerated and subject 
the offender to removal from class.  Open and vigorous debate of the topics is 
encouraged, but so is civility. 
 
 
Evaluation: 
There are seven segments in this course (1 segment completed every two weeks).  During 
the course students will have the following writing and presentation assignments due:  
 

1. Using 



first part of a literature review.  This paper should be 6-8 pages long and use at 
least six refereed sources (no internet sources please). 



80% and less than 84% (B-) 
77% and less than 80% (C+) 
74% and less than 77% (C) 
70% and less than 74% (C-) 
67% and less than 70% (D+) 
64% and less than 67% (D) 
60% and less than 64% (D-) 
0% and less than 60% (F) 
 
A C- grade is the minimum grade that baccalaureate students may receive for courses to 
count toward the major or minor degree requirements, or as a prerequisite for another 
course. 
 
See below for rubrics. 
 
Support Services: 
 
Writing Center 
 
Students are encouraged to seek writing assistance at the writing center: 
 
801 Gruening Bldg., P.O. Box 755720 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99775-5720 
Phone: (907) 474-5314 
Fax: 1-800-478-5246 
 
 
Speaking Center 
 
Students are encouraged to see speech assistance at the speaking center: 

Hours of Operation 

Please call 474-5470 or e-mail fyspeak@gmail.com to schedule an appointment at the 
Speaking Center. Walk-



 





each. length. 
Quality of 
Engagement  
 

Postings 
consistently 
demonstrate that 
the student is 
reading the source 
and others’ posts. 

Inconsistent 
demonstration of 
thought regarding 
the source material 
and classmates’ 
posts, but when it’s 
there, it does 
demonstrate some 
reflection and 
cognition. 

Lack of 
demonstration of 
thought regarding 
source material 
and/or classmates’ 
posts. Posts appear 
to be rushed, without 
reflecting serious 
thought or effort. 

Use of Source 
Materials  
 

Postings 
consistently 
incorporate 
references to the 
text, source 
material and own 
research. 

Posts sometimes 
draw on specific 
information from 
source material. 
Posts may not 
always use examples 
or independent 
research. 

Posts rarely or never 
draw on specific 
information from 
source material. 
Posts generally do 
not use accurate or 
relevant examples. 

Mechanics  
 

Posts are well 
organized using 
proper grammar 



closing (5) 
�‰ Shows outstanding 

evidence of preparation. 
(10) 

�‰ Uses appropriate 
application of aids, etc. 
(5) 

 
Communication 18-20 15-17 11-14 0-10 

�‰ Speaks clearly (5) 
�‰ Uses excellent grammar 

and appropriate word 
choices. (5) 

�‰ Shows strong evidence 
of practice (note cards) 
(5) 

�‰ Uses proper body 
language and eye 
contact (5) 

 

    

Content 28-30 25-27 20-24 0-19 
�‰ Covers all required 

areas of information in 
presentation (20) 

�‰ Clear and concise 
handout (10) 

 

    

Quality of Display 
(PowerPoint or Poster) 

28-30 25-27 20-24 0-19 

�‰ Impeccable 
Neatness/Proofread (10) 

�‰ Creative and Innovative 
Application of research 
(10) 

�‰ Represents a significant 
amount of time and 
effort  (10) 

 

    

 
 
 
 

TOTAL: ________________________________________ 
 

POWER POINT/PREZI -PRESENTATION(S) RUBRIC 
 

 Excellent Good Satisfactory Unacceptable 
Organization 9-10 (point 

value) 
7-8.9 5-6.9 0-4.9 



�‰ Strong introduction and 
closing (5) 

�‰ Shows outstanding 
evidence of preparation. 
(10) 

�‰ Uses appropriate 
application of aids, etc. 
(5) 

 

    

Communication 9-10 7-8.9 5-6.9 0-4.9 
�‰ Speaks clearly (5) 
�‰ Uses excellent grammar 

and appropriate word 
choices. (5) 

�‰ Shows strong evidence 
of practice (note cards) 
(5) 

�‰ Uses proper body 
language and eye 
contact (5) 

 

    

Content 14-15 12-13.9 10-11.9 0-9.9 
�‰ Covers all required 

areas of information in 
presentation (20) 

�‰ Clear and concise 
handout (10) 

 

    

Quality of Display 
(PowerPoint or Poster) 

14-15 12-13.9 10-11.9 0-9.9 

�‰ Impeccable 
Neatness/Proofread (10) 

�‰ Creative and Innovative 
Application of research 
(10) 

�‰ Represents a significant 
amount of time and 
effort  (10) 

 

    

 
 
 
 

TOTAL: ________________________________________ 
 




